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1973 Commencement

FIVE GRADUATES IN PROFILE
What's Whitworth
all about? What happens to students
here? What
kind of students
graduate
from
Whitworth?
Ron, Mary Lou, Ed, Dorothy and Phil - five of the
186 seniors who graduated
May 20 - provide,a
multi-

tions, and administrative
duties. During his term of office,
student-sponsored
activities included: replacing the loop's
roads with grass, allocating funds for the Student Activity
Center (field house improvement),
offering senior citizen

programs

at Lilac Plaza, and collecting

dimensional,

donations

for the Spokane

They,
loop

real-life

with their

beneath

thoughtful,

grey,

playful -

answer to those

fellow students,
threatening

important

are

clouds.

questions.

seated

in the

Solemn,

smiling,

they are a collage of opinion, talent,
one awaits his

ambition.
Attired
in cap and gown, each
turn to be called to the podium to receive

his diploma.

Ronald Bruce Leighton ....
He stands straight, his
blue eyes purposeful yet warm and spirited, mortarboard
turned slightly on his thick brown hair. The political science mejor from Salinas, California,
steps forward.
His four busy years at Whitworth centered on athletics
and student government.
While earning a two-year letter

$1,500

worth of

Food Bank.

Says President Edward B. Lindaman of Leighton: "Ron
took a decisive role in leading the student body through a
transitional
period to a new form of student government
where each student is a 'shareholder.'
But no matter what
the project,
what the pressures,
he always found time
to maintain a strong relationship with administrators.
Over
and over again, he asked the question, 'What effed will
this have on the college?' - not 'What can 1 get for me?'
His sense of responsibility,
warm personality
and insights
and perspectives
were deeply impressive."
Even with his work load, Ron maintained
a cumulative
grade point average over 3.5. His academic competence,
leadership
abilities
and mature
character
opened
the
door to early acceptance
by Hastings College of the Law
in San Francisco, the second largest law school in the nation. He was one of 150 students from among some 5,000

applicants

to be admitted

to Hastings

by early May.

Ron credits several persons at Whitworth
as being
influential in his development:
"Dr. Dan Sanford was the

faculty

member

who helped

me the

most. And

what

I

learned through involvement
in student government
was
invaluable.
But outside of academic
learning, the administrative people I worked with ~ President Lindaman, Dr.
Winter and Dr. Erb ~ taught
me far more important

things

through

have learned

example
any other

than

anything

I could

possibly

way."

What of his future?
Ron hopes to work in a public administration
office
In the Bay area during the summers to gain experience
while working for his masters and doctorate
at Hastings.

And

beyond

that,

Ron says hopefully,

might be an elective

hair
in baseball.
Ron was noted for leadership
qualities. And
in his sophomore
year, after choosing his major and aiming for a law career, he put his interest in student
activities on the line by running for associated
student body
vice president.
He won the job. Then as a junior he opted
for the top spot, and won again.

It was this final year

at Whitworth,

Ron tells you

with a smile, that was the most challenging
and most rewarding.
At the close of his junior year, he married
Sherri Hinds, a pert brunette from Walnut Creek, Calif.,
and he spent the summer months on campus, directing
student
projects,
meeting
college
visitors, and giving
student
input to committees.
Then the ardent
Nixonbacker served as a page at the Republican National Convention in Miami Beach.
As ASWC
president,
Ron spent up to 30 hours a
week in meetings,
planning sessions, strategy
converse
2

Mary Louise Hammond ....
blowing in the light breeze,

thoughtful,

Mary

"Someday

there

office."

Lou extends

Shoulder-length
brown
brown eyes alert and

her hand for her diploma.

And then a few minutes later she returns to the stage to
accept
from President
Lindaman the large silver President's
Cup for maintaining
the highest
grade
point
average
in the graduating
class in Mary Lou's case,
a perfect 4.0 average.
A mathematics
major from Spokane, she has lived in
the area all of her life. When she graduated
from Ferris
High School on the city's southside, she chose Whitworth
for two reasons:
"First of all, Whitworth
is a Christcentered
college. Second is the strong student-faculty
relationship that comes with the number of students here."
In her freshman and sophomore
years Mary Lou took
both mathematics
and chemistry
while trying to decide
which major she should choose.
During the summers she did extensive counseling work
with handicapped
persons in the area ~ first at the Girl
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Mrs. Joy said she arranged

her classes so she would

have time to study in the morning or afternoon,
than in the evening when she was tired.

rather

"I thoroughly enjoyed Dr. Clarence Simpson's history
classes," she says, "and Dr. Dilworth's study of the synoptic gospels. Then there was Professor John Koehler's
painting course ...
" She stopped and laughed softly,
her blue eyes twinkling, " ... but then, I feel very fortunate

about

my selection

She adds that
to her.

of aU my classes

the younger

students

Cory speaks

highly of Dr. Robert

D. Bocksch, profes-

sor of chemistry:
"He is really one of the most capable
men I know of, in his breadth of knowledge - not just in
chemistry
but in many areas. He has been the impetus
for my work this past year."
Phil's senior projects included a study - with a Spokane veterinarian
of alkaloid compounds
which are

and teachers."

were very pleasant

One of the classes she took to complete
degree was in ceramics:

her fine arts

"Dr. (J. Russell) Larson was very kind and helpful.
And Whitworth has a fine art department
with a wonderful place for students to work."
Dorothy Joy is Whitworth's
first student to complete
her studies

under

the Senior

fall as an outgrowth

Scholar

Program

of the school's

Human

started

last

Development

emphasis. The program offers persons over the age of 65
an opportunity
to enroll in regular
day-time
college
cou rses without cost.

Classifying

herself as a "people

person,"

says she isn't sure what she will do -

course,

perhaps

psychology

and

Dorothy Joy

"perhaps

a writing

philosophy."

She has

her sights set on something
that would involve working
with people and she is sure her new degree will help her

find it.

Seniors who keyed Whitworth's
tie for
the confl!rence baseball crown were: pitcher
Rod Taylor who batted .429 and compiled a
1.61 ERA while winning 3 and losing 1 game
in league play; right-hander
Rick Hansen
who won 4 and lost 1 with a 3.86 ERA; and
outfielder 80b Wellman, who fielded flawlessly, hit for a .300 average and was named
to the NAIA District 1 All-Star baseball team.
Philip Charles

Cory,

Jr ....

Tall and fair-haired,

produced
in some plants and which are highly toxic even
in very small amounts. "The purpose of the project was

to find out to what extent the ergot
was present

he

Valley.

Of the many colleges

and universities

did he select Whitworth?

"Whitworth

in the area,

why

has been sort of a

family tradition,"
he says. His father,
principal of Seth
Woodard
Primary School, is a graduate
of Whitworth,

as is Phil's sister,
degree in science.
As one of the

Phyllis, who graduated
few

students

school, Phil says, "Whitworth

in 1970 with a

preparing

students

for

certainly

medica!

don't

get

lost in the crowd, but we do get a most thorough
and
personalized
education."
,
He continues.
Flit's really great the way the college
works it. We not only take all the required
courses we
need but we branch out far beyond that, getting a perspective
on the backup work that goes into medicine."
Phil's area of studies included such diversified courses
as nuclear physics and comparative
anatomy,
bio-chem-

istry and philosophy.
5

alkaloid (from fungus)

of rye and other

cereal

plants

in

this area," Phil says. (The alkaloid is thought to have been
the cause of the deadly medieval malady, ·"St. Anthony's
Fire," and as recently as 1951 scores died in France after

stands with the other members of his department,
waiting to be called. When his name is announced
he mounts
the stairs and with long strides crosses the platform to
accept his diploma.
A chemistry
major from Spokane, Phil was born and

raised in the Spokane

on grains

eating bread baked from contaminated
grain.)
After a full semester
of study and research on the
subject, Cory devised and built a microapparatus
which,
by use of reagents,
detects
the compound
in minute
quantities
and measures how much is present in a solution.
"As little as 50 milligrams of this toxic compound

could be deadly

to a person weighing

100 pounds:'

Cory

says. "On the other hand, controlled small doses can have
medical value when used as a drug to control bleeding
and to contract
muscles, as of the uterus during labor.
It is also the only known drug used in the treatment
of
migraine headaches."
Through the use of Cory's microapparatus,
a higher
percentage
of the alkaloid was detected
in both human
and animal foods in this area than was previously sus-

pected.
In other campus activities
during his college years,
Phil was involved in the school's intramural
(track) program, was a baritone
soloist and member of the Whitworth chorus, served on the judicial board of Carlson
Hall for two years, and as a T.A. in the science lab.

In the fall Phil will enter the University

of Washington

School of Medicine
to begin training for a career
in
family medicine specifically,
he plans to be "a general practitioner
with a special concentration
in limited
surgery."
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Scout

Camp

for several

where she worked
spent

years,

later at Camp

with both children

five semesters

on the Whitworth

a blind girl in mathematics.
"The tutoring was a real
learned

something,

Although

too -

Easter

and adults.
campus

Seal

She also
tutoring

at the junior high level.
challenge,'

she says.

"I

patience."

she continued

with her chemistry,

and later

took physics, early in her sophomore
year the straight-A
student decided
her real interest was in mathematics.

"Whitworth's
math department
is really gre1t," she
says, "I particularly appreciated
working with Drs. Gage,
Vander Beek and Ganske."
In turn

Dr. Howard

be moving to Phoenix, Ariz., where he will teach in one
of the area junior high schools.
That is Mary Lou's aim, also - to teach mathematics

R. Gage,

associate

professor

of

Edward

George

Udell ....

Slim, agile

in his move,

merits. frowning slightly in his solemnity, Udell
the platform. As he accepts his diploma and
to shake hands, a warm smile flashes across
A Christian
education
and psychology

Bakersfield, Calif., 30-year-old
dent and father of four.

walks across
reaches out
his face.
mejcr from

Ed Udell is a married

stu-

Ed's college education
started in 1960 with two years
at Bakersfield Junior College
and one semester
at San
Francisco State College when he was working toward a
degree in business administration.
Then his formal studies were interrupted
for more
than six years. "I wanted to get back to college," Ed says,
"but there was the matter of money and supporting
a

family."
In the interim there was a stint of military service and
three years as operations
officer in a San Francisco bank.

From his position
of insurance,

with the bank Udell went into the field

then

San Francisco's

in 1968 became

a radio

announcer

for

KBBY-FM.

It was while he was working in this capacity that two
professors
at California
State
College
at Bakersfield
asked him to help write a book for beginning black readers.

"Drs. Miller and Wake,

both white, had written

other

beginning
readers but they wanted a primer that would
establish self-identification
and pride in the young black

reader,"

Ed recalls.

The professors

had

heard

Udell on

his show, and knew of his interest in self-help programs
for minority. people. It was for this reason they sought

his help.
"Most school books are written for middle-class white
students,"
Ed explains.
"Or, if written for blacks, the
books are criticized for their anti-white connotations.
We
wanted a book suitable for any first-grade
student,
but
featuring a young black character."

The resulting

book, What

Do I Like?, was written

Seniors who've announced acceptance
Graduate Schools include:
mathematics,

"Mary

had this to say of his outstanding

Lou is a sharp

sense - sensitive
what is happening

individual

student.

with a lot of common

to the feelings of others, very aware of
around her, enjoyable to have in class."

What did the men students
in her advanced
mathematics courses think of a woman in their class who would
graduate
with a degree in mathematics
.. at the head

of the class of 186?
"They thought it was unusual, I guess - that I must
be a brain," she says, "but it was no real problem."
Did she take advantage
of her unusual situation
of
often being the only woman in the class? "No," she says
with a smile, "it really wasn't necessary."
Since her sophomore year Mary Lou has been engaged
to a student from
one of the other colleges in the area. He also graduates
this month.
After marriage
this month, she and her husband will

and

at

Travis Prewiff, Indiana University School ot
Journalism.
Sen SernatI, Thunderbird Graduate School of
International Management.
Ron Leighton, Hastings School of the Law.
Andy Lau, University of Oregon Graduate
School of Mathematics.
Tim Liebe ss, LaVern College Law Center.
Paul Wheatcraff, Luther Seminary.
Lee Lauderbach, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.
Rich Cizik, George Washington University
School of Public and International Affairs.
Scoff Da/garno, Claremont Graduate School
of English.
Phil Cory, University of Washington School ot
Medicine.
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published
grant

that

provided

fall, financed

by money

to use education

After attending

from a special

to help bridge

racism.

the Urban Training Center

for Chris-

tian Missions in Chicago,
Ed was invited to Spokane to
speak at a summer camp for under-privileged
and minority
children. While in Spokane, a woman teaching a Black

Dorothy
she proudly
Whitworth's

Mendenhall

Joy ....

Petite and silver-haired,

mounts the steps to accept her diploma
first graduating
"Senior Scholar,"

-

A fine arts major, Dorothy Joy first began her college
studies many years ago at the (then I College of Puget
Sound, later transferring
to Whitman College.
"I kept telling my parents I was interested
in art, but
they thought
a liberal arts' degree
was best for me.

Eventually, however,
School:' she says.

I did

enroll at the

Portland

Art

Many years were to slip by before she resumed her
studies, years during which she married Spokane businessman Harper
Joy and raised a family of four children.

Those busy, happy

years allowed

little time for painting

or for further college work.
In 1953, however, when her youngest child was in his
teens and her home duties were not so pressing, she enrolled in a Washington
State University extension painting
course. It was ten years later before she again registered
for classes - this time at Whitworth.
At first she concentrated
on political science since

that

had been

her major.

Gradually

her interest

shifted

to history and art: "I wasn't thinking about credits at that
time, I was just very eager to study ancient and medieval
history, a subject which has always fascinated
me. Then,

because
tinue

I had the books, I thought

and take

A year ago, after her husband

Studies

course

at Whitworth

urged

lege and finish his education.

him to return

Ed applied

to col-

at Whitworth

and, through the college's
scholarship
and financial aid
program, was able to enroll.
"It still took two more years to finish," Ed says. During
that time, a's part of his area of concentration
field work
Ed served as house parent at the Washington
State Children's Home Society,
and as a liaison agent
between
the community,
parents and an elementary
school with a
high minority student population.

While attending

Whitworth,

Ed founded

I rniqht as well con-

Dr. Duvall's fine class in world history."

broke his hip, the Joys

took an apartment
in the Whitworth
area where there
were fewer stairs to climb and her husband could get
around more easily, "Soon after that," Dorothy explains,
"being so close to the college I began to slip over to
take a course whenever I could."

After

her husband's

death

later that

year,

Dorothy

Joy still continued to pursue her studies. "It helped, somehow," she says, "and one course led to another until one
day someone pointed out that I had almost enough credits

to graduate,
and suggested
I take the few additional
classes I needed to do so.
"I did, and here I am:' she says happily.
Was it difficult to return to school?

(along with

his mother,
Mrs. Cassie
McCain)
Spokane's
east-side
House of Solomon - a "community-owned,
non-government funded, self-help center for neighborhood
people."
"He has this beautiful vision for, in his words, 'helping

people

help people

D. Whitehouse,

at Whitworth

help people:'

assistant

director

and board

mon. "As an expression

explains
of student

member

Mrs. Lillian
development

of the House of Solo-

of his Christian

commitment,

he

attempts, through the center, to develop the self-help potential of all in the community - from youth through the
senior citizen."

Now that he has graduated,
kane with his family and develop
consulting service.

TODAY -

WHITWORTH

Issued 6 times annually:
October and December.
Second

•

Class

Postage

he plans to stay in Spoa private

February,

Paid at Spokane,

counseling

and

COLLEGE
April,

June,

August,

"Yes, it was hard on the eyes and the memory," she
confessed.
"I guess a housewife is used to running around
WA.

99218

a lot, and I found
and study."

it difficult

to sit still so long to read
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PLACED IN WHITWORTH TRUST

TODAY -
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The gift of 120 acres of prime recreation
and timber
land on Mount Spokane to Whitworth
was announced
at
the spring meeting
of Whitworth's
board
of trustees.

Mr. and Mrs. A. T. "Jack" Warner of Spokane placed
the heavily forested land in a trust for the college, fulfilling their long held desire to use the property for a
lofty and worthwhile purpose.
The property, located four miles northeast of Newman
Lake,

is contiguous

to

the

Ragged

Ridge

portion

of

Mount

Spokane State Park and includes an uncounted
number ~f small springs. One large spring, which forms
a tributary

to

A. T. Warner

Thompson

Creek,

has

been

named

the

Memorial Spring.

Warner, a retired certified public accountant,
and his
wife, Helen, a retired business teacher
at Kinman Business University,
are long-time
Spokane
residents
and

members

of the Manito

Presbyterian

Church.

Perry Watkins,
Whitworth's
Director of Endowment
Development,
said the 720 acres have been placed in a
Charitable
Remainder Unitrust which names Whitworth as
the ultimate recipient of the property or its value. Under
the agreement,
the unitrust pays the Warners a specified
rate of return annually based on the fair market value
of the assets each year of their [oint lives. The unitrust is
to be administered
by trustees whose responsibility
is to
generate
income from the assets.
Warner
praised
the deferred
giving concept
as a
valuable
and useful dimension
of U.S. tax laws which
Congress wrote in order to encourage
support of charitable and non-profit
institutions.
The unitrust arrangement provides
for a life income in exchenqe
for real
property
or other assets placed in trust to a qualifying
institution.
This type of trust is also an excellent hedge
against inflation because i'he annual trust income always
reflects the appreciation
of its assets, Warner
said.

NEXT ISSUE:
An in-depth
report on the "tremendously
productive" Human Development
Summer Planning Conference
for faculty,
staff,
administrators
and
students which was held on campus at the end of
the spring semester.

Whitworth

Is Winners' Choice

Edward B. Lindaman said.
The 1973 count showed Whitworth at the top with
66, followed by Grove City, 62; Wooster, 60; Westminster, Pa., 54; Lafayette, 47; Lewis & Clark, 45; Macalester,
35; Trinity, 34; Hastings, 34; and Occidental, 30.
The pattern

was repeated

in applications

of some 400 applicants

-

submitted

high school

seniors with top high academic standing, and strong extracurricular and church involvement.
In answer to the question: "When
considering
attending
a Presbyterian
col-

lege,

which one would you like to attend?"

favorites,

alester
Wooster,
6

in order,

and Carroll.
Meceleste-

were:

Wooster,

Occidental,

the

1972
Mac-

In 1973, the order was: Whitworth,
and Carroll.

PARENTS: If TODAY is addressed to a son or daughter now
living elsewhere, please mail a change of address to the
editor.

Trustees Set Objectives
Adoption

of three

specific

institutional

objectives,

in

keeping with the college's human development goal. headlined a crowded agenda at the Whitworth
board of
trustees' spring meeting.
In response to the recommendation
of the Whitworth
long-range
planning
central
committee,
trustees
voted

unanimously

that

educational

environments

Whitworth

"satellite campus"
(2) attract a great

should
(such

as

(1) develop
the

San

diverse
Francisco

which was pilot-tested
last January),
mix of students in terms of age, back-

ground and areas of interest so as to enrich the learning
environment,
and (3) strive to be a model of an institution
that demonstrates
and fosters human development
among

all members of the college community.
The administration
was directed
to develop measureable objectives
and recommendations
for implementation
for trustee consideration
in October.
In other action, the board:
Welcomed
three new members
of the board -

Morris Plotkin of Beverly Hills, Calif., the Rev. William S.
Stoddard
of Walnut Creek, Calif., and Dr. D. Kirkland
West, Medford, Oregon - and enlarged the size of the
board from 36 to 42.
- Elected five new trustees to take office in October.
The new trustees are: Dr. Marvin J. Anderson,
dean of
Hastings College of Law, San Francisco; the Rev. Gary
W. Demarest,
senior pastor of LaCanada
Presbyterian

Church, LaCanada,

The national
appeal
and stature
of Whitworth
received an unexpected
confirmation
recently
when the
National
Presbyterian
Scholarship
Committee
reported
that more recipients of 1973 National Presbyterian
Scholarships chose Whitworth
than any other college, President

by the group

POSTMASTER: Please send Form No. 3579 to TODAY Whitworth College, Spokane, Washington
99218

erty

Calif.; Leslie E. Dobbins, retired prop-

management

executive,

Mercer

Island;

Leonard

A.

Myhre, president
of Hallidie Machinery Co., Seattle;
and the Rev. Samuel H. Moffett, dean of the Theological
Seminary

of the

Presbyterian

Church,

Seoul,

Korea.

Visit
Whitworth
When
You

Come To
Spokane

e!po'74®
Worlds Fair

May-Oct., 19711
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